Pantonine as a Cause of Urticaria. By Dr. E. H. Sieveking.? Dr. Sieveking relates a case in wbicli lie prescribed three grains of santonine with five of sugar, the patient being a child of four years old, and very soon after this dose was taken vomiting occurred, accompanied by a severe rash, described to him as urticaria and covering the greater part of the body. As Dr. Sieveking thought that these symptoms might be due to some error in diet (which had, in fact, been committed), he did not attribute them to the santonine, and he ordered the dose to be repeated. But of his " cold pillows," which he describes. They consist of two large four-cornered pillows, which are filled with a freezing mixture consisting of ice and salt, a combination which he finds much preferable to any other freezing agent. The ice is introduced in a pounded state into the pillows, and common salt is afterwards added, and then the opening by which they were admitted is tightly closed. The pillows are placed lengthwise along the bed, one, which is the larger, for the legs, and the other for the back of the patient, then a caoutchouc covering is laid over the pillows, and afterwards an ordinary sheet. After these preparations the patient is laid on the " cold mattress," and two bands are placed across him, one over his legs and the other over his navel, the objects of this arrangement being to keep the body close to the bed-clothes and to prevent the involuntary movements of the legs which sometimes occur during the treatment.
Lastly, the counterpane and the blankets are laid over the body. The patient at first finds the coldness of the bed-clothes very pleasant, and even afterwards the feeling is by no means so disagreeable as that experienced on entering into a cold bath. In four patients in whom Dr. Leube tried the efiects of the col'd pillows no opposition was manifested by them, although they lay 011 them from an hour to an hour and a half. In only one of the eight experiments made the patient begged to have the cold mattress removed ; and, on the other hand, some patients who had alternately tried cold baths and the ice-pillows, begged to be placed on the latter instead of using the former. After the lapse of an hour or an hour and a half there was slight shivering, which result is to bo expected from any effectual refrigerating process, and after this period Dr. Leube usually caused the pillows to be removed, not becauso they were disagreeable to the patient, or because uncomfortable symptoms presented themselves, but on account of theoretical considerations, which he afterwards specifies. The experiments hitherto mado by Dr. Leube gave the uniform result, that, in a bodily temperaturo of 40? C. and above, the treatment by the ice-pillows reduced tho temperature in the rectum 1? to 2? in from one to two hours. Dr. Leube gives the particulars of the cases in which he tried this method of treatment, noting the temperature in each case, and also tho pulse and tho respiration, and other particulars, and he concludes his paper by observing that the ice-pillows may constitute a very useful apparatus for refrigeration, 
